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We all have dreams—things we fantasize about doing and generally never get around to. This is the story of
Azar Nafisi’s dream and of the nightmare that made it come true.

For two years before she left Iran in 1997, Nafisi gathered seven young women at her house every Thursday
morning to read and discuss forbidden works of Western literature. They were all former students whom she
had taught at university. Some came from conservative and religious families, others were progressive and
secular; several had spent time in jail. They were shy and uncomfortable at first, unaccustomed to being
asked to speak their minds, but soon they began to open up and to speak more freely, not only about the
novels they were reading but also about themselves, their dreams and disappointments. Their stories
intertwined with those they were reading—Pride and Prejudice, Washington Square, Daisy Miller and
Lolita—their Lolita, as they imagined her in Tehran.

Nafisi’s account flashes back to the early days of the revolution, when she first started teaching at the
University of Tehran amid the swirl of protests and demonstrations. In those frenetic days, the students took
control of the university, expelled faculty members and purged the curriculum. When a radical Islamist in
Nafisi’s class questioned her decision to teach The Great Gatsby, which he saw as an immoral work that
preached falsehoods of “the Great Satan,” she decided to let him put Gatsby on trial and stood as the sole
witness for the defense.

Azar Nafisi’s luminous tale offers a fascinating portrait of the Iran-Iraq war viewed from Tehran and gives
us a rare glimpse, from the inside, of women’s lives in revolutionary Iran. It is a work of great passion and
poetic beauty, written with a startlingly original voice.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

The book Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Wesley McFarland:

This Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books is great guide for you because the content which is full
of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Reading Lolita in
Tehran: A Memoir in Books in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Patricia Carter:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is named of book Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Lawrence Wilson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books when you essential it?
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