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Baseball seems tailor-made for the historian, yet even today, after ailmost a century and a half of organized
play, baseball's origins remain unclear. Most accounts focus on Eastern teams and the advent of
professionals, but how the game spread across a predominantly rural Americato become our national
pastimeis a question still largely unresolved.

In this well-researched study of Michigan baseball from the 1830s to the 1870s, baseball scholar Peter
Morris offers many answers. Drawing on such sources as personal memoirs, period photographs, and an
extensive, often hilarious variety of newspaper accounts, he paints a vivid portrait of a game that was
widely---if erratically---played well before the Civil War and gradually evolved from an informal amusement
into an activity for local groups of young men and finally into a serious, organized sport.

Baseball began with pick-up "raisin™ games---so called because they took place after rural roof-raisings---
played purely for fun by any number of participants, with myriad local variations. The first amateur clubs
appeared in the 1850s and were often ridiculed for playing a child's game---"baseball fever" was then aterm
of mockery---but as they persevered and issued challenges to other teams from nearby towns, rivalries
developed, rules began to conform, and a tradition started to take shape.

Tournaments, often connected with county fairs, and increased newspaper coverage gave the game new
momentum after the Civil War, and what had been sociable matches became serious contests, sometimes
marred by bad blood. Enclosed grounds changed the nature of the game--most notably with respect to home
runs--and allowed teams to charge admission, which introduced a new element of commercialism,
community involvement, and a heightened sense of competition. Ultimately, it brought about alevel of play
that made the best "amateur” clubs able to challenge professional teams from the East when they toured the
country.

As he traces the exploits of clubs like the Excelsiors, the Wahoos, and the Unknowns, season by season and
often game by game, Morris adds a wealth of new detail to the story of baseball's early days, showing how
decades of at least nominally amateur play prepared the way for the advent of the National Leaguein the
1870s, and with it the true beginnings of the professional sport we know today. In the process, he also paints
afascinating portrait of the attitudes, values, and lives of rural Americans in the mid-nineteenth century.

Peter Morris, aformer English instructor at Michigan State University, is a specialist in nineteenth-century
baseball and an active member of the Society for American Baseball Research.
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From reader reviews:
Andre Rosier:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Baseball Fever: Early
Baseball in Michigan book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

MarkusWalker:

The publication with title Baseball Fever: Early Baseball in Michigan posesses alot of information that you
can understand it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Vincenza Nagel:

Beside thiskind of Baseball Fever: Early Baseball in Michigan in your phone, it can give you away to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got hereisfresh in the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Baseball Fever: Early Baseball in Michigan because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book aswell asread it from at this
point!

Nora Emerson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Baseball Fever: Early
Baseball in Michigan.
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