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When The Phil Donahue Show topped the ratings in 1979, it ushered in a new era in daytime television.
Mixing controversial social issues, light topics, and audience participation, it created a new genre, one that is
still flourishing, despite being harshly criticized, over two decades later. Now, the daytime TV landscape is
littered with talk shows. But why do people watch these shows? How do they make sense of them? And how
do these shows affect their viewers' sense of what constitutes appropriate public debate?

In Talking Trash, Julie Engel Manga offers a fascinating exploration of these questions and reveals the wide
range of reasons viewers are drawn to “trash talk.” Focusing on such shows as Oprah!, Jerry Springer, Ricki
Lake, Jenny Jones, and Maury Povitch, and drawing upon interviews with women who watch these shows,
Talking Trash is the first examination of the talk show phenomenon from the viewers’ perspective. In
taking this approach, Manga is able to understand what talk shows mean to the women who watch them. And
by refusing to judge either the shows or their viewers as good or bad, she is able to grasp how viewers relate
to these shows-as escape, entertainment, uninhibited public discourse, or an accurate reflection of their own
hardships and heartaches. Manga concludes that while the form of “trash-talk” shows may be relatively new,
the socio-cultural experience they embody has been with us for a long time.

Absorbing, entertaining, and keenly perceptive, Talking Trash illuminates the complex viewer response to
“trash talk” and examines the cultural politics surrounding this wildly controversial popular phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of Daytime TV Talk Shows.

Hannelore Evans:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of Daytime
TV Talk Shows. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of Daytime TV Talk Shows. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Alberto Benson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of Daytime TV Talk Shows, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Franklin Richter:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Talking Trash: The Cultural
Politics of Daytime TV Talk Shows that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Talking Trash: The Cultural Politics of Daytime TV Talk
Shows become your starter.
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