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It's nineteen fifty-something, in a dark, cramped, smoke-filled room. Everyone's wearing black. And on-stage
a tenor is blowing his heart out, a searching, jagged saxophone journey played out against a moody, walking
bass and the swish of a drummer's brushes. To a great many listeners--from African American aficionados of
the period to a whole new group of fans today--this is the very embodiment of jazz. It is also quintessential
hard bop. In this, the first thorough study of the subject, jazz expert and enthusiast David H. Rosenthal
vividly examines the roots, traditions, explorations and permutations, personalities and recordings of a
climactic period in jazz history.
Beginning with hard bop's origins as an amalgam of bebop and R&B, Rosenthal narrates the growth of a
movement that embraced the heavy beat and bluesy phrasing of such popular artists as Horace Silver and
Cannonball Adderley; the stark, astringent, tormented music of saxophonists Jackie McLean and Tina
Brooks; the gentler, more lyrical contributions of trumpeter Art Farmer, pianists Hank Jones and Tommy
Flanagan, composers Benny Golson and Gigi Gryce; and such consciously experimental and truly one-of-a-
kind players and composers as Andrew Hill, Sonny Rollins, John Coltrane, Thelonious Monk, and Charles
Mingus. Hard bop welcomed all influences--whether Gospel, the blues, Latin rhythms, or Debussy and
Ravel--into its astonishingly creative, hard-swinging orbit. Although its emphasis on expression and
downright "badness" over technical virtuosity was unappreciated by critics, hard bop was the music of black
neighborhoods and the last jazz movement to attract the most talented young black musicians.
Fortunately, records were there to catch it all. The years between 1955 and 1965 are unrivaled in jazz history
for the number of milestones on vinyl. Miles Davis's Kind of Blue, Charles Mingus's Mingus Ah Um,
Thelonious Monk's Brilliant Corners, Horace Silver's Further Explorations--Rosenthal gives a perceptive
cut-by-cut analysis of these and other jazz masterpieces, supplying an essential discography as well. For
knowledgeable jazz-lovers and novices alike, Hard Bop is a lively, multi-dimensional, much-needed
examination of the artists, the milieus, and above all the sounds of one of America's great musical epochs.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-
1965. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Cecil Hardin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 as the daily resource
information.

Cindy Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Hard Bop: Jazz and
Black Music 1955-1965 suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965is a single of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Mary Christensen:

The book Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 has a lot associated with on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.
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