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Sentimentalism emerged in eighteenth-century Europe as a moral philosophy founded on the belief that
individuals are able to form relationships and communities because they can, by an effort of the imagination,
understand one another’s feelings. American authors of both sexes who accepted these views cultivated
readers’ sympathy with others in order to promote self-improvement, motivate action to relieve suffering,
reinforce social unity, and build national identity. Entwined with domesticity and imperialism and finding
expression in literature and in public and private rituals, sentimentalism became America’s dominant
ideology by the early nineteenth century. Sentimental writings and practices had political uses, some
reformist and some repressive. They played major roles in the formation of bourgeois consciousness.

The first new collection of scholarly essays on American sentimentalism since 1999, this volume brings
together ten recent studies, eight published here for the first time. The Introduction assesses the current state
of sentimentalism studies; the Afterword reflects on sentimentalism as a liberal discourse central to
contemporary political thought as well as literary studies. Other contributors, exploring topics characteristic
of the field today, examine nineteenth-century authors’ treatments of education, grief, social inequalities,
intimate relationships, and community.

This volume has several distinctive features. It illustrates sentimentalism’s appropriation of an array of
literary forms (advice literature, personal narrative, and essays on education and urban poverty as well as
poetry and the novel) objects (memorial volumes), and cultural practices (communal singing, benevolence).
It includes four essays on poetry, less frequently studied than fiction. It identifies internal contradictions that
eventually fractured sentimentalism’s viability as a belief system—yet suggests that the protean sentimental
mode accommodated itself to revisionary and ironized literary uses, thus persisting long after twentieth-
century critics pronounced it a casualty of the Civil War. This collection also offers fresh perspectives on
three esteemed authors not usually classified as sentimentalists—Sarah Piatt, Walt Whitman, and Henry
James—thus demonstrating that sentimental topics and techniques informed “realism” and “modernism” as
they emerged Offering close readings of nineteenth-century American texts and practices, this book
demonstrates both the limits of sentimentalism and its wide and lasting influence.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and Cultural
Practices.

Timothy Reed:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century
America: Literary and Cultural Practices book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Sandra Bland:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and
Cultural Practices book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America:
Literary and Cultural Practices content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now
thinking Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and Cultural Practices is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Ralph Pettie:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America:
Literary and Cultural Practices or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case,



beside science book, any other book likes Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America: Literary and
Cultural Practices to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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