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Modern ideas about the protection of free speech in the United States did not originate in twentieth-century
Supreme Court cases, as many have thought. Free Speech, “The People’s Darling Privilege” refutes this
misconception by examining popular struggles for free speech that stretch back through American history.
Michael Kent Curtis focuses on struggles in which ordinary and extraordinary people, men and women,
black and white, demanded and fought for freedom of speech during the period from 1791—when the Bill of
Rights and its First Amendment bound only the federal government to protect free expression—to 1868,
when the Fourteenth Amendment sought to extend this mandate to the states. A review chapter is also
included to bring the story up to date.
Curtis analyzes three crucial political struggles: the controversy that surrounded the 1798 Sedition Act,
which raised the question of whether criticism of elected officials would be protected speech; the battle
against slavery, which raised the question of whether Americans would be free to criticize a great moral,
social, and political evil; and the controversy over anti-war speech during the Civil War. Many speech issues
raised by these controversies were ultimately decided outside the judicial arena—in Congress, in state
legislatures, and, perhaps most importantly, in public discussion and debate. Curtis maintains that modern
proposals for changing free speech doctrine can usefully be examined in the light of this often ignored
history. This broader history shows the crucial effect that politicians, activists, ordinary citizens—and later
the courts—have had on the American understanding of free speech.
Filling a gap in legal history, this enlightening, richly researched historical investigation will be valuable for
students and scholars of law, U.S. history, and political science, as well as for general readers interested in
civil liberties and free speech.
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From reader reviews:

James Blouin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Free Speech, The
People's Darling Privilege: Struggles for Freedom of Expression in American History (Constitutional
Conflicts)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?

David Jones:

The guide untitled Free Speech, The People's Darling Privilege: Struggles for Freedom of Expression in
American History (Constitutional Conflicts) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
will get the e-book of Free Speech, The People's Darling Privilege: Struggles for Freedom of Expression in
American History (Constitutional Conflicts) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Clifford Stoner:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Free Speech, The People's Darling Privilege: Struggles
for Freedom of Expression in American History (Constitutional Conflicts) why because the great cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Susan Bannister:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Free Speech, The People's Darling
Privilege: Struggles for Freedom of Expression in American History (Constitutional Conflicts) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the
reserve Free Speech, The People's Darling Privilege: Struggles for Freedom of Expression in American
History (Constitutional Conflicts) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with



the information must you're doing of the time.
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