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"I am scared most to death every battle we have, but | don't think you need be afraid of my sneaking away
unhurt." Thus wrote Adjutant Charles Harvey Brewster of the 10th Massachusetts to his sister Mattiein
1864, in one of over 200 letters he would pen during his four years of service. Born and raised in
Northampton, Massachusetts, Brewster was a 27-year-old store clerk when he enlisted in Company C of the
10th Massachusetts Volunteersin April 1861. During the next three and a half years he fought in many of the
major battles of the Virginia campaigns - Fair Oaks, the Seven Days, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the
Wilderness, the "Bloody Angle" at Spotsylvania - rising through the ranks to become second lieutenant and
later adjutant of his regiment. His letters, most of which were written to his mother and two sisters, record
not only the horrors he witnessed on the battlefield, but also his own inner struggle with his own values,
convictions and sense of manhood. In athoughtful and illuminating introductory essay, David W. Blight
explores the evolution of Brewster's understanding of the terrible conflict in which he was engaged. Blight
shows how Brewster's attitudes toward race and slavery gradually changed, in part as aresult of his contact
with escaped slaves and his experience recruiting black troops. He also examines the shift in Brewster's
conception of courage, as the realities of war collided with the romantic ideals he had previously embraced.
This literate collection of 137 letters chronicles the experiences of an ordinary Union soldier caught up in
extraordinary events. At times naive and sentimental, at times mature and realistic, Brewster's
correspondence not only provides insight into the meaning of the Civil War for the average Y ankee, but also
testifies to the persistent power of war to attract and repel the human imagination.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Joyner:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book When This Cruel War |s Over:
The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster. All type of book would you see on many options. Y ou
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

L edie Hackett:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular When This Cruel
War Is Over: The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Edward Emory:

Beside this particular When This Cruel War |s Over: The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster in
your phone, it may give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have When This Cruel War |s Over: The Civil War
Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often
have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to missthat? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Glory Ruiz:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That When This Cruel War Is Over: The Civil War
Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster can give you alot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book
you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of astep for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should
have When This Cruel War Is Over: The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster.
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