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In the first 1,000 years after Christ, merchants, missionaries, monks, mendicants, and military men traveled
on the vast network of Central Asian tracks that became known as the Silk Road. Linking Europe, India, and
the Far East, the route passed through many countries and many settlements, from the splendid city of
Samarkand to tiny desert hamlets. Susan Whitfield creates a rich and varied portrait of life along the greatest
trade route in history in a vivid, lively, and learned account that spans the eighth through the tenth centuries.
Recounting the lives of ten individuals who lived at different times during this period, Whitfield draws on
contemporary sources and uses firsthand accounts whenever possible to reconstruct the history of the route
through the personal experiences of these characters.

Life along the Silk Road brings alive the now ruined and sand-covered desert towns and their inhabitants.
Readers encounter an Ulghur nomad from the Gobi Desert accompanying a herd of steppe ponies for sale to
the Chinese state; Ah-long, widow of a prosperous merchant, now reduced to poverty and forced to resort to
law and charity to survive; and the Chinese princess sent as part of a diplomatic deal to marry a Turkish
kaghan. In the process we learn about women's lives, modes of communication, weapons, types of cosmetics,
methods of treating altitude sickness in the Tibetan army, and ways that merchants cheated their customers.
Throughout the narrative, Whitfield conveys a strong sense of what life was like for ordinary men and
women on the Silk Road--everyone from itinerant Buddhist monks, to Zoroastrians and Nestorian Christians
seeking converts among the desert settlers, to storytellers, musicians, courtesans, diviners, peddlers, and
miracle-workers who offered their wares in the marketplaces and at temple fairs. A work of great
scholarship, Life along the Silk Road is at the same time extremely accessible and entertaining.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Life Along the Silk Road is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Ruth Ward:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Life Along the Silk Road book is readable simply by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Life Along the Silk
Road content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Life
Along the Silk Road is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Alan Dougherty:

Beside that Life Along the Silk Road in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Life
Along the Silk Road because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Pandora Rice:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Life Along the Silk Road when you desired it?
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