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In this authoritative biography, Deborah Jowitt explores the life, works, and creative processes of the
complex genius Jerome Robbins (1918-1998), who redefined the role of dance in musical theater and is also
considered America's greatest native-born ballet choreographer.

Granted unrestricted access to an enormous archive of personal and professional papers that included
journals, correspondence, sketches, photographs, production notes, contracts, and more, Jowitt also
interviewed more than one hundred performers and others who had collaborated with Robbins. Her book
gives insights into his lively curiosity, his volatile temperament, and his constant striving for perfection,
revealing not just how others saw him, but -- through the thoughts, feelings, and passionate outbursts he put
down on paper over the course of almost eight decades -- how he saw himself.

His career was closely tied to the development of both ballet and musical comedy in America. The only son
of Russian Jewish immigrants, he began as a modern dancer and Broadway chorus boy. He joined Ballet
Theatre shortly after its founding in 1940 and the New York City Ballet when it first became known by that
name in 1948; his choreography, beginning with the smash hit Fancy Free in 1944, contributed to the
emerging profile of both companies. He created ingenious numbers for lighthearted musicals like On the
Town and High Button Shoes, but his imprint on West Side Story and later on Fiddler on the Roof helped lift
the Broadway musical to a level in which dancing illuminated character and plot.

Jowitt recounts how this richly creative life in the theater and out of it was shaped by Robbins's affairs with
both men and women, his close friendships with other major artists ranging from Robert Graves to Robert
Wilson, and the political and artistic climate of the times he lived in. Her investigation of his career includes
the brief existence (1958-1961) of his own immensely successful company, Ballets: U.S.A.; his travails
"doctoring" such musicals as Funny Girl and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum; his more
experimental work directing plays during the 1960s; his attempt in the aborted Poppa Piece to come to terms
with his Jewish heritage and his appearance before the House Committee on Un-American Activities; and
the final glorious period beginning in 1969, when he returned to the New York City Ballet to work again
beside the man he considered a mentor, George Balanchine.

This meticulously researched and elegantly written story of a life's work is illuminated by photographs,
enlivened by anecdotes, and grounded in insights into ballets and musical comedies that have been seen and
loved all over the world.
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From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Jerome Robbins: His Life, His Theater, His Dance, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Frank Hudson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Jerome Robbins: His Life, His
Theater, His Dance e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Jerome Robbins: His Life, His
Theater, His Dance as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that
can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

William Sinclair:

This Jerome Robbins: His Life, His Theater, His Dance is great book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Jerome
Robbins: His Life, His Theater, His Dance in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but
this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Antonio Batts:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Jerome Robbins: His Life, His Theater, His Dance we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Jerome Robbins: His Life, His Theater, His



Dance. You can more pleasing than now.
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