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In these original essays, America's leading historians and legal scholars reassess the ratification of the
Thirteenth Amendment and its relevance to issues of liberty, justice, and equality. The Thirteenth
Amendment abolished slavery in the United States, reasserting the radical, egalitarian dimensions of the
Constitution. It also laid the foundations for future civil rights and social justice legislation. Yet subsequent
reinterpretation and misappropriation have curbed more substantive change. With constitutional
jurisprudence undergoing a revival, The Promises of Liberty provides a full portrait of the Thirteenth
Amendment and its potential for ensuring liberty.

The collection begins with Pulitzer Prize-winning historian David Brion Davis, who discusses the failure of
the Thirteenth Amendment to achieve its framers' objectives. The next piece, by Alexander Tsesis, provides
a detailed account of the Amendment's revolutionary character. James M. McPherson, another Pulitzer
recipient, recounts the influence of abolitionists on the ratification process, and Paul Finkelman focuses on
who freed the slaves and President Lincoln's commitment to ending slavery. Michael Vorenberg revisits the
nineteenth century's understanding of freedom and citizenship and the Amendment's surprisingly small role
in the Reconstruction and post-Reconstruction periods. William M. Wiecek shows how the Supreme Court's
narrow interpretation once rendered the guarantee of freedom nearly illusory, and the collection's third
Pulitzer Prize winner, David M. Oshinsky, explains how peonage undermined the prohibition against
compulsory service.

Subsequent essays relate the Thirteenth Amendment to congressional authority, hate crimes legislation, the
labor movement, and immigrant rights. These chapters analyze unique features of the amendment along with
its elusive meanings and affirm its power to reform criminal and immigration law, affirmative action
policies, and the protection of civil liberties.
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From reader reviews:

David Russell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance
of the Thirteenth Amendment. Try to make book The Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary
Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Daniel Ellis:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth
Amendment book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to supply to you. The writer regarding The Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of
the Thirteenth Amendment content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Jennifer Newhouse:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that. Just
one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Promises of Liberty: The History and
Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Bonnie Thorp:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Promises of Liberty: The
History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment that give your fun preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that



reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Promises
of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment become your own
personal starter.
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