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Jack Snyder's analysis of the attitudes of military planners in the years prior to the Great War offers new
insight into the tragic miscalculations of that era and into their possible parallels in present-day war planning.
By 1914, the European military powers had adopted offensive military strategies even though there was
considerable evidence to support the notion that much greater advantage lay with defensive strategies. The
author argues that organizational biases inherent in military strategists' attitudes make war more likely by
encouraging offensive postures even when the motive is self-defense.

Drawing on new historical evidence of the specific circumstances surrounding French, German, and Russian
strategic policy, Snyder demonstrates that it is not only rational analysis that determines strategic doctrine,
but also the attitudes of military planners. Snyder argues that the use of rational calculation often falls victim
to the pursuit of organizational interests such as autonomy, prestige, growth, and wealth. Furthermore, efforts
to justify the preferred policy bring biases into strategists' decisions?biases reflecting the influences of
parochial interests and preconceptions, and those resulting from attempts to simplify unduly their analytical
tasks.

The frightening lesson here is that doctrines can be destabilizing even when weapons are not, because
doctrine may be more responsive to the organizational needs of the military than to the implications of the
prevailing weapons technology. By examining the historical failure of offensive doctrine, Jack Snyder makes
a valuable contribution to the literature on the causes of war.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Larson:

The book The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make reading a book The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and
the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Ideology of the Offensive: Military
Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Amanda Lara:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Ideology of the Offensive:
Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to read.

Josefina Smith:

This book untitled The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Duane Coley:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision
Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) as well as others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Ideology of the



Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Download and Read Online The Ideology of the Offensive: Military
Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) Jack Snyder #4RD16V9O0L2



Read The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and
the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) by Jack
Snyder for online ebook

The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) by Jack Snyder Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Ideology of the Offensive:
Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) by Jack Snyder
books to read online.

Online The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of
1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) by Jack Snyder ebook PDF download

The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) by Jack Snyder Doc

The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) by
Jack Snyder Mobipocket

The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) by
Jack Snyder EPub


