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In 1562, Teresa de Avila founded the Discalced Carmelites and launched a reform movement that would pit
her against the Church hierarchy and the male officials of her own religious order. This new spirituality,
which stressed interiority and a personal relationship with God, was considered dangerous and subversive. It
provoked the suspicion of the Inquisition and the wrath of unreformed Carmelites, especially the Andalusian
friars, who favored the lax practices of their traditional monasteries. The Inquisition investigated Teresa
repeatedly, and the Carmelite General had her detained. But even during the most terrible periods of
persecution, Teresa continued to fight for the reform using the weapon she wielded best: the pen. Teresa
wrote hundreds, perhaps thousands, of letters to everyone from the King to prelates to mothers of novices.

Teresa's epistolary writing reveals how she used her political acumen to dodge inquisitors and negotiate the
thorny issues of the reform, facing off the authorities--albeit with considerable tact--and reprimanding priests
and nuns who failed to follow her orders. Her letters bring to light the different strategies she used--code
names, secret routing--in order to communicate with nuns and male allies. They show how she manipulated
language, varying her tone and rhetoric according to the recipient or slipping into deliberate vagueness in
order to avoid divulging secrets. What emerges from her correspondence is a portrait of extraordinary
courage, ability, and shrewdness.

In the sixteenth century, the word letrado (lettered) referred to the learned men of the Church. Teresa treated
letrados with great respect and always insisted on her own lack of learning. The irony is that although
women could not be letradas, Teresa was, as her correspondence shows, "lettered" in more ways than one.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

This Teresa de Avila, Lettered Woman are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Teresa de Avila, Lettered Woman can be on the list of great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Teresa de Avila, Lettered Woman forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Archie Williams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Teresa de Avila, Lettered Woman why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Ashley Downs:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Teresa de Avila, Lettered Woman this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Mary Hubbard:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Teresa de Avila, Lettered Woman was filled concerning science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read
a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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