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"Depression. Desertion. Disease. The Army of the Potomac faced atrio of unrelenting enemies during the
winter of 1863. Following the catastrophic defeat at the battle of Fredericksburg in December of 1862, the
army settled into winter quarters—and despair settled into the army. Morale sank to its lowest level of the
war while desertions reached an al-time high. IlIness packed the hospitals. Political intrigues, careerist
schemes, and harsh winter weather demoralized everyone. Even the army’ s livestock suffered, with more
than 1,000 horses and mules dying every week.

Major General Joseph Hooker, a pugnacious tactician aptly nicknamed “Fighting Joe,” took command of the
army. And then a remarkable thing happened: a man known for his hardscrabble battlefield tenacity showed
an amazing brilliance for organization and leadership. With Chief of Staff Dan Butterfield working alongside
him, Hooker literally rebuilt the army from the bottom up. In addition to instituting vital logistical, ordnance,
and administrative reforms, he insisted on proper troop care and rigorous inspections and battle drills.
Hooker doled out promotions and furloughs by merit, conducted large-scale raids, streamlined the army’s
command and control, and fielded a new cavalry corps and military intelligence organization.

Hooker’s war on poor discipline and harsh conditions revitalized a dying army and instilled individual and
unit pride. During this 93-day resurgence, the Army of the Potomac reversed its fortunes and set itself on the
path to ultimate victory. No other American citizen-army at war has engineered a more complete turnaround
in the field. Hooker’ s achievement represents nothing less than the greatest non-battle turning point since
Valley Forge in the American Revolution—a linkage recognized by hundreds of contemporary soldiers and
civilian participants. Modern historians, however, have either failed to notice or have made only a passing
reference to that link.

Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's“Valley Forge” isthe first in-depth examination of one of the
war’ strue crucia turning points, atime when the army nearly dissolved from its own despair even as the
nation depended on that body of bayonets to defend the promisesimplied by the Emancipation Proclamation.
Authors Albert Conner and Chris Mackowski ground their research in hundreds of primary sources and let
the soldiers speak, from the lowest private to the highest general. The result isarich and satisfying portrait of
an overlooked success story that made Appomattox Court Housein 1865 possible.

Here, finally, isthe full story of how the citizen-soldiers of the Army of the Potomac overcame adversity,
seized their destiny, and saved the nation through leadership, perseverance, patriotism, and faith."
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From reader reviews:
Steven Tran:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Seizing Destiny: The Army of the
Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Betty Hood:

This Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the
Union are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union
can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the
Union giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

William Fields:

The guide with title Seizing Destiny: The Army of the Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter
that Saved the Union contains alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after
read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
Thiskind of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on
the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Angela Souther:

Isit anindividual who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Seizing Destiny: The Army of the
Potomac's "Valley Forge" and the Civil War Winter that Saved the Union can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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