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Love Song for the Life of the Mind develops the view of comedy that, the author argues, would have been set
out in Aristotle's missing second book of Poetics. As such it is both a philosophical and a historical argument
about Aristotle; and the theory of comedy it elucidates is meant to be trans-historically and trans-culturally
accurate.

After a preface that sets out the primacy and centrality of mimesis for both individual and societal
development, the argument about the dramatic arts begins from a crux in Aristotle's extant analysis of
tragedy where he seems to contradict himself on the kind of plot that is the best for tragedy. Gene Fendt
argues, against a variety of formalist and intellectualist interpretations, that the only way out of the problem
is through reference to the final cause of tragedy as a catharsis of pity and fear. This fundamental tenet of
Aristotle's theory of tragedy, the author maintains, is the first clue to understanding comedy, which also must
be defined not formally but in reference to its final cause. Fendt argues that the final cause of comedy must
be a catharsis of eros and sympathy. In the course of his argument he shows how that catharsis is made
available to the excessive, the deficient, and the virtuous members of the audience in Aristophanes'
Acharnians, Shakespeare's As You Like It and Stoppard's Arcadia.

The book closes by exploring how this Aristotelian argument might underlie the Symposium's claim that the
fine artist of tragedy should also create fine comedy. The book will appeal both to those interested in
Aristotle and those interested in dramatic theory and criticism.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Gene Fendt, professor of philosophy at the University of Nebraska-Kearney, is author of several books
including Is Hamlet a Religious Drama?: An Essay on a Question in Kierkegaard, Platonic Errors: Plato, A
Kind of Poet, Works of Love?: Reflections on Works of Love, and For What May I Hope? Thinking with Kant
and Kierkegaard.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"Fendt's book is impressive and will appeal to scholars with an interest in Aristotle or in aesthetics and
literary criticism. Certainly, it is not an introductory-level book. Summing up: Recommended." ? M.W.
Sontag, Choice



"[I]n Love Song for the Life of the Mind, Fendt sees something amazing in Aristotle, a vision of comedy as
fully the equal of tragedy. . . . [Fendt employs] the techniques that have made his readings of "the old
masters" so insightful and contemporary. . . . The argument in Gene Fendt's Love Song for the Life of the
Mind will reorient scholarly debate over Aristotle's Poetics." ? H. L. Hix, Southern Humanities Review

"Fendt elegantly reconstructs Aristotle's lost thoughts on comedy, solves the conundrum at the end of Plato's
Symposium, and with serious humor articulates the importance and beauty in the works of Plato,
Shakespeare, Aristophanes, and Stoppard. Fendt's engaging style may be the best and most important part of
his book; just as a play's effect cannot be reduced to a moral message, so a bare list of his conclusions (such
as one might find in a review) would hardly hint at the healthy mental pleasures that one experiences in
following him to those conclusions." -Faith and Philosophy
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

The book Love Song for the Life of the Mind: An Essay on the Purpose of Comedy can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
good thing like a book Love Song for the Life of the Mind: An Essay on the Purpose of Comedy? A few of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Love Song for the Life of
the Mind: An Essay on the Purpose of Comedy has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Susan Tokarz:

This Love Song for the Life of the Mind: An Essay on the Purpose of Comedy is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Love Song for the Life of the Mind: An Essay on the Purpose of Comedy in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Shane Ward:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Love Song for the Life of the Mind: An Essay on
the Purpose of Comedy can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Love Song
for the Life of the Mind: An Essay on the Purpose of Comedy.

Patrick Bergeron:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Love Song for the Life of the
Mind: An Essay on the Purpose of Comedy to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you



just read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Love Song for the Life of the Mind: An Essay
on the Purpose of Comedy can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of these time.
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