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The story of four modern American Catholics who made literature out of their search for God

In the mid-twentieth century four American Catholics came to believe that the best way to explore the
questions of religious faith was to write about them-in works that readers of all kinds could admire. The Life
You Save May Be Your Own is their story-a vivid and enthralling account of great writers and their power
over us.

Thomas Merton was a Trappist monk in Kentucky; Dorothy Day the founder of the Catholic Worker in New
York; Flannery O'Connor a "Christ-haunted" literary prodigy in Georgia; Walker Percy a doctor in New
Orleans who quit medicine to write fiction and philosophy. A friend came up with a name for them-the
School of the Holy Ghost-and for three decades they exchanged letters, ardently read one another's books,
and grappled with what one of them called a "predicament shared in common."

A pilgrimage is a journey taken in light of a story; and in The Life You Save May Be Your Own Paul Elie tells
these writers' story as a pilgrimage from the God-obsessed literary past of Dante and Dostoevsky out into the
thrilling chaos of postwar American life. It is a story of how the Catholic faith, in their vision of things, took
on forms the faithful could not have anticipated. And it is a story about the ways we look to great books and
writers to help us make sense of our experience, about the power of literature to change-to save-our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

This The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage can bring when you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
phone. This The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Hood:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage
book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer of The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage content conveys the idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American
Pilgrimage is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Barrientes:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage.

Darrin Russell:

The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Life You Save May
Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly



drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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