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Edited by two of her friends
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THE verses of Emily Dickinson belong emphatically to what Emerson long since called "the Poetry of the
Portfolio,"—something produced absolutely without the thought of publication, and solely by way of
expression of the writer's own mind. Such verse must inevitably forfeit whatever advantage liesin the
discipline of public criticism and the enforced conformity to accepted ways. On the other hand, it may often
gain something through the habit of freedom and the unconventional utterance of daring thoughts. In the case
of the present author, there was absolutely no choice in the matter; she must write thus, or not at all. A
recluse by temperament and habit, literally spending years without setting her foot beyond the doorstep, and
many more years during which her walks were strictly limited to her father's grounds, she habitually
concealed her mind, like her person, from all but avery few friends; and it was with great difficulty that she
was persuaded to print, during her lifetime, three or four poems. Y et she wrote versesin great abundance;
and though brought curiously indifferent to all conventional rules, had yet arigorous literary standard of her
own, and often altered a word many times to suit an ear which had its own tenacious fastidiousness.

Miss Dickinson was born in Amherst, Mass., Dec. 10, 1830, and died there May 15, 1886. Her father, Hon.
Edward Dickinson, was the leading lawyer of Amherst, and was treasurer of the well-known college there
situated. It was his custom once a year to hold alarge reception at his house, attended by all the families
connected with the institution and by the leading people of the town. On these occasions his daughter Emily
emerged from her wonted retirement and did her part as gracious hostess; nor would any one have known
from her manner, | have been told, that this was not a daily occurrence. The annual occasion once past, she
withdrew again into her seclusion, and except for avery few friends was as invisible to the world as if she
had dwelt in a nunnery. For myself, although | had corresponded with her for many years, | saw her but
twice face to face, and brought away the impression of something as unique and remote as Undine or
Mignon or Thekla.

This selection from her poems is published to meet the desire of her personal friends, and especially of her
surviving sister. It is believed that the thoughtful reader will find in these pages a quality more suggestive of
the poetry of William Blake than of anything to be elsewhere found,—flashes of wholly original and
profound insight into nature and life; words and phrases exhibiting an extraordinary vividness of descriptive
and imaginative power, yet often set in a seemingly whimsical or even rugged frame. They are here
published as they were written, with very few and superficial changes; although it isfair to say that the titles
have been assigned, amost invariably, by the editors. In many cases these verses will seem to the reader like



poetry torn up by the roots, with rain and dew and earth still clinging to them, giving a freshness and a
fragrance not otherwise to be conveyed. In other cases, asin the few poems of shipwreck or of mental
conflict, we can only wonder at the gift of vivid imagination by which this recluse woman can delineate, by a

few touches, the very crises of physical or mental struggle.
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From reader reviews:
Virginia Swain:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some peopletruly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Complete 3 Series Edition.

Jennifer Meeks:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Complete 3 Series Edition book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving al so decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Complete 3 Series Edition content conveys the thought easily to understand
by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the
form of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Complete 3 Series Editionis
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Mario Curtin:

The book untitled The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Complete 3 Series Edition contain alot of information on
the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Sean Martinez;

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring usto around the world. Through the
book The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Complete 3 Series Edition we can have more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Poems of
Emily Dickinson: Complete 3 Series Edition. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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