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An indispensable guide for poets, readers, students, and teachers.

“The Poem’s Heartbeat may well be the finest general book available on prosody.”—Library Journal
(starred review)

“A provocative, definitive manual.”—Publishers Weekly

Finally back in print, this slender, user-friendly guide to rhyme, rhythm, meter, and form sparks “intuitive
and technical lightning-flashes” for poets and readers curious to know a poem’s inner workings. Clear, good-
humored, and deeply readable, Alfred Corn’s book is the modern classic on prosody—the art and science of
poetic meter.

Each of the book’s ten chapters is a progressive, step-by-step presentation rich with examples to illustrate
concepts such as line, stress, scansion marks, slant rhyme, and iambic pentameter. “By the book’s end,”
noted a rave review in The Boston Review, “Corn, magi-teacher and impeccable guide, has taught the novice
to become artist and magician.” The Poem’s Heartbeat also includes a selected bibliography and encourages
readers and students to carry their investigations further.

The word “line” comes from the Latin linea, itself derived from the word for a thread of linen. We can look
at the lines of poetry as slender compositional units forming a weave like that of a textile. Indeed, the word
“text” has the same origin as the word “textile.” It isn’t difficult to compare the compositional process to
weaving, where thread moves from left to right, reaches the margin of the text, then shuttles back to begin
the next unit . . .
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Poem's Heartbeat: A Manual of Prosody (Copper Canyon Classics).

Lisa Alaniz:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Poem's Heartbeat: A Manual of
Prosody (Copper Canyon Classics) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Nicole Floyd:

The book The Poem's Heartbeat: A Manual of Prosody (Copper Canyon Classics) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Poem's Heartbeat: A Manual of
Prosody (Copper Canyon Classics) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Evelyn Rogers:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Poem's Heartbeat: A Manual of Prosody
(Copper Canyon Classics) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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