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The Man Who Laughs (also published under the title By Order of the King) is a novel by Victor Hugo,
originally published in April 1869 under the French title L’Homme qui rit. Although among Hugo’s most
obscure works, it was adapted into a popular 1928 film, directed by Paul Leni and starring Conrad Veidt,
Mary Philbin and Olga Baclanova. The first major character whom the reader is introduced to is a
mountebank who dresses in bearskins and calls himself Ursus. His only companion is a large domesticated
wolf, whom Ursus has named Homo (Latin for “man”, in a pun over the Hobbesian saying ”homo homini
lupus”, meaning ”man is a wolf to his fellow man.”). Ursus lives in a caravan, which he conveys to holiday
fairs and markets throughout southern England, where he sells folk remedies. The action moves to an
English sea coast, on the night of January 29, 1690. A group of wanderers, their identities left unrevealed to
the reader, are urgently loading a ship for departure. A boy, ten years old, is among their company, but they
leave him behind and cast off. The desperate boy, barefoot and starving, wanders through a snowstorm and
reaches a gibbet, where he finds the corpse of a hanged criminal. The dead man is wearing shoes: utterly
worthless to him now, yet precious to this boy. In the meantime, the wanderers’ ship sinks after a long
struggle with the sea in the English Channel. After walking some more, the boy finds a ragged woman,
frozen to death.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

This The Man Who Laughs book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Man Who
Laughs without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Man Who Laughs can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Man Who Laughs having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Gregory Howard:

The Man Who Laughs can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Man Who Laughs yet doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Calvin Williams:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Man Who Laughs is simple to
create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Sharon Clayton:

Beside that The Man Who Laughs in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Man Who Laughs because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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