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An innovative cultural history of the evolution of modern marriage practices in Bengal, Marriage and
Modernity challenges the assumption that arranged marriage is an antiquated practice. Rochona Majumdar
demonstrates that in the late colonial period Bengali marriage practices underwent changes that led to a
valorization of the larger, intergenerational family as a revered, “ancient” social institution, with arranged
marriage as the apotheosis of an “Indian” tradition. She meticulously documents the ways that these newly
embraced “traditions”—the extended family and arranged marriage—entered into competition and
conversation with other emerging forms of kinship such as the modern unit of the couple, with both models
participating promiscuously in the new “marketplace” for marriages, where matrimonial advertisements in
the print media and the payment of dowry played central roles. Majumdar argues that together the kinship
structures newly asserted as distinctively Indian and the emergence of the marriage market constituted what
was and still is modern about marriages in India.

Majumdar examines three broad developments related to the modernity of arranged marriage: the growth of
a marriage market, concomitant debates about consumption and vulgarity in the conduct of weddings, and
the legal regulation of family property and marriages. Drawing on matrimonial advertisements, wedding
invitations, poems, photographs, legal debates, and a vast periodical literature, she shows that the
modernization of families does not necessarily imply a transition from extended kinship to nuclear family
structures, or from matrimonial agreements negotiated between families to marriage contracts between
individuals. Colonial Bengal tells a very different story.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in Colonial
Bengal. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Pamela Edmonds:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Marriage and Modernity: Family
Values in Colonial Bengal to read.

Michael Banks:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in
Colonial Bengal can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Nancy Hunt:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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