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For much of the industrial era, asbestos was a widely acclaimed benchmark material. During its heyday, it

was manufactured into nearly three thousand different products, most of which protected life and property

from heat, flame, and electricity. It was used in virtually every industry from hotel keeping to military

technology to chemical manufacturing, and was integral to building construction from shacks to skyscrapers

in every community across the United States. Beginning in the mid-1960s, however, this once popular

mineral began a rapid fall from grace as growing attention to the serious health risks associated with it began

to overshadow the protections and benefits it provided.

In this thought-provoking and controversial book, Rachel Maines challenges the recent vilification of

asbestos by providing a historical perspective on Americans’ changing perceptions about risk. She suggests

that the very success of asbestos and other fire-prevention technologies in containing deadly blazes has led to

a sort of historical amnesia about the very risks they were supposed to reduce. 

Asbestos and Fire is not only the most thoroughly researched and balanced look at the history of asbestos, it

is also an important contribution to a larger debate that considers how the risks of technological solutions

should be evaluated.  As technology offers us ever-increasing opportunities to protect and prevent, Maines

urges that learning to accept and effectively address the unintended consequences of technological

innovations is a growing part of our collective responsibility.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

The reserve with title Asbestos and Fire: Technological Tradeoffs and the Body at Risk includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Juanita Hernandez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The
actual book that recommended to your account is Asbestos and Fire: Technological Tradeoffs and the Body
at Risk this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.

William Barnett:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Asbestos and Fire: Technological Tradeoffs and the Body at Risk. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Palmer Schwartz:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Asbestos and Fire: Technological Tradeoffs and the Body at Risk we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Asbestos and Fire: Technological Tradeoffs and the Body at Risk. You can more attractive than now.
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