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The struggle between Russia and Great Britain over Central Asia in the nineteenth century was the original
"great game." But in the past quarter century, a new "great game" has emerged, pitting America against a
newly aggressive Russia and a resource-hungry China, all struggling for influence over the same region, now
one of the most volatile areas in the world: the long border region stretching from Iran through Pakistan to
Kashmir.

In Great Games, Local Rules, Alexander Cooley, one of America's most respected international relations
scholars, explores the dynamics of the new competition for control of the region since 9/11. All three great
powers have crafted strategies to increase their power in the area, which includes Afghanistan and the former
Soviet republics of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan. Each nation is pursuing
important goals: basing rights for the US, access to natural resources for the Chinese, and increased political
influence for the Russians.

However, overlooked in all of the talk about this new great game is fact that the Central Asian governments
have proven themselves critical agents in their own right, establishing local rules for external power
involvement that serve to fend off foreign interest. As a result, despite a decade of intense interest from the
United States, Russia, and China, Central Asia remains a collection of segmented states, and the external
competition has merely reinforced the sovereign authority of the individual Central Asian governments. A
careful and surprising analysis of how small states interact with great powers in a vital region, Great Games,
Local Rules greatly advances our understanding of how global politics actually works in the contemporary
era.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

The book Great Games, Local Rules: The New Great Power Contest in Central Asia can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Great Games, Local Rules: The New Great Power Contest in Central Asia? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Great Games, Local Rules: The New
Great Power Contest in Central Asia has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Lopez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Great Games, Local Rules: The New Great Power
Contest in Central Asia as your daily resource information.

Mabel Maddux:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Great Games, Local Rules: The New Great Power Contest in Central Asia provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.

Harvey Lee:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Great Games, Local Rules: The New Great
Power Contest in Central Asia can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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