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In the life sciences, there is wide-ranging debate about biodiversity. While nearly everyone is in favor of
biodiversity and its conservation, methods for its assessment vary enormously. So what exactly is
biodiversity? Most theoretical work on the subject assumes it has something to do with species
richness—with the number of species in a particular region—but in reality, it is much more than that.
Arguing that we cannot make rational decisions about what it is to be protected without knowing what
biodiversity is, James Maclaurin and Kim Sterelny offer in What Is Biodiversity? a theoretical and
conceptual exploration of the biological world and how diversity is valued.
Here, Maclaurin and Sterelny explore not only the origins of the concept of biodiversity, but also how that
concept has been shaped by ecology and more recently by conservation biology. They explain the different
types of biodiversity important in evolutionary theory, developmental biology, ecology, morphology and
taxonomy and conclude that biological heritage is rich in not just one biodiversity but many. Maclaurin and
Sterelny also explore the case for the conservation of these biodiversities using option value theory, a tool
borrowed from economics.
            An erudite, provocative, timely, and creative attempt to answer a fundamental question, What Is
Biodiversity? will become a foundational text in the life sciences and studies thereof.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn McDonald:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This What Is Biodiversity?
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Marc Medina:

This What Is Biodiversity? are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this What Is Biodiversity? can be among the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that maybe
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this What Is Biodiversity? giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Donna Moore:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline What Is
Biodiversity? suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual
book untitled What Is Biodiversity?is one of several books which everyone read now. That book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Kristi Rowden:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be What Is Biodiversity? why because the excellent cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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