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“Any writer worth his salt knows that what cannot be spoken is ultimately the thing worth speaking about;
yet most often this humbling awarenessis unsaid or covered up. There are some who have made it their
business, however, to court failure and acknowledge defeat, to explore the impasse of words before silence.
William Franke has created an anthology of such explorations, undertaken in poetry and prose, that stretches
from Plato to the present. Whether the subject of discourseis All or Nothing does not matter: the struggle of
speech to name the unnameabl e is the same. This ambitious two-volume undertaking demonstrates a
preoccupation as old as Western civilization itself: the limits of language and the virtue of being at alossfor
words. How long we have been raiding the Inarticulate!” —Peter S. Hawkins, Boston University

“Developmentsin critical theory during the past two decades have led to renewed interest in negative
theology. Books like Languages of the Unsayable (1989), Negation and Theology (1992), Derrida and
Negative Theology (1992), and The Otherness of God (1998) have signaled the resurgence of this ancient
tradition. William Franke' s distinctive contribution isto provide the background and texts from which these
recent developments have emerged.” —Mark Taylor, Williams College

Apophasis has become amajor topic in the humanities, particularly in philosophy, religion, and literature.
This monumental two-volume anthology gathers together most of the important historical works on
apophaticism and illustrates the diverse trajectories of apophatic discourse in ancient, modern, and
postmodern times. William Franke provides a major introductory essay on apophaticism at the beginning of
each volume, and shorter introductions to each anthology selection. The second volume, Modern and
Contemporary Transformations, contains texts by Holderlin, Schelling, Kierkegaard, Dickinson, Rilke,
Kafka, Rosenzweig, Wittgenstein, Heidegger, Weil, Schoenberg, Adorno, Beckett, Celan, Levinas, Derrida,
Marion, and more.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Stclair:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them isthis On
What Cannot Be Said: Apophatic Discoursesin Philosophy, Religion, Literature, and the Arts: Volume 2:
Modern and Contemporary Transformations.

Judy Young:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. On What Cannot Be Said: Apophatic Discourses in Philosophy, Religion, Literature, and the Arts:
Volume 2: Modern and Contemporary Transformations can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

Bethany Archie:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading'sinternal or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this On What Cannot Be Said: Apophatic Discourses in Philosophy, Religion,
Literature, and the Arts: Volume 2: Modern and Contemporary Transformations can make you redly feel
more interested to read.

Judith Ellis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of



books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra On What Cannot Be Said: Apophatic
Discourses in Philosophy, Religion, Literature, and the Arts: Volume 2: Modern and Contemporary
Transformations.
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