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Twain scholar Michael Kiskis opens this fascinating new exploration of Twain with the observation that
most readers have no idea that Samuel Clemens was the father of four and that he lived through the deaths of
three of his children as well as his wife. In Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction,
Kiskis persuasively argues that not only was Mark Twain not, as many believe, “antidomestic,” but rather the
home and family were the muse and core message of his writing.
 
Mark Twain was the child of a loveless marriage and a homelife over which hovered the constant specter of
violence. Informed by his difficult childhood, orthodox readings of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn frame these canonical literary figures as nostalgic—autobiographical fables
of heroic individualists slipping the bonds of domestic life.
 
Kiskis, however, presents a wealth of biographical details about Samuel Clemens and his family that
reinterpret Twain’s work as a robust affirmation of domestic spheres of life. Among Kiskis’s themes are that,
as the nineteenth century witnessed high rates of orphanhood and childhood mortality, Clemens’s work often
depicted unmoored children seeking not escape from home but rather seeking the redemption and safety
available only in familial structures. Similarly, Mark Twain at Home demonstrates that, following the birth
of his first daughter, Twain began to exhibit in his writing an anxiety with social ills, notably those that
affected children.
 
In vigorous and accessible descriptions of Twain’s life as it became reflected in his prose, Kiskis offers a
compelling and fresh understanding of this work of this iconic American author. 
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From reader reviews:

Mia Shaw:

Here thing why this particular Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Mark Twain at
Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Mark
Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) in
e-book can be your substitute.

Joel Jones:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Roy Rogers:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s
Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Brenda Moulton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Mark Twain at Home: How



Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Mark Twain at
Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) become your own starter.
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