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“The appalling sight presented was harrowing in the extreme. Our own killed were scattered over alarge
space near the "angle,” whilein front of the captured breastworks the enemy's dead, vastly more numerous
than our own, were piled upon each other in some places four layers deep, exhibiting every ghastly phase of
mutilation. Below the mass of fast-decaying corpses, the convulsive twitching of limbs and the writhing of
bodies showed that there were wounded men still alive and struggling to extricate themselves from the horrid
entombment. Every relief possible was afforded, but in too many casesit came too late. The place was well
named the "Bloody Angle." — Horace Porter, Campaigning with Grant

At the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5-7, 1864), Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee had fought to a
standstill in their first encounter, failing to dislodge each other despite incurring nearly 30,000 casualties
between the Union Army of the Potomac and the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Despite the fierce
fighting, Grant continued to push his battered but resilient army south, hoping to beat Lee' s army to the
crossroads at Spotsylvania Court House, but Lee' s army beat Grant’ s to Spotsylvania and began digging in,
setting the scene for on and off fighting from May 8-21 that ultimately inflicted more casualties than the
Battle of the Wilderness. In fact, with over 32,000 casualties among the two sides, it was the deadliest battle
of the Overland Campaign.

Although the Battle of Spotsylvaniatechnically lasted nearly 2 weeks, it is best remembered for the fighting
that took place on May 12 at a salient in the Confederate line manned by Richard S. Ewell’s corps. Known as
the Mule Shoe, a Union assault on the salient produced 24 hours of the most savage fighting conducted
during the war, forever christening that point in the line as the Bloody Angle. Although Winfield Scott
Hancock’s Il Corps established atemporary breakthrough, the Confederates were ultimately able to repulse
the Union soldiers in bloody hand-to-hand fighting.

After their inability to break Lee sline on May 12, Grant continued to probe Le€’ s line for weaknesses,
attempting to gain a perceptible advantage. However, by 1864 Civil War soldiers had become adept at
digging in and building the kind of trenches that would dominate the fighting of World War | 50 years | ater.
By winning the race to Spotsylvania, the Confederates had enough time to dig in and prepare for the kind of
defensive fighting that made assaults futile. On May 20, Grant began the process of disengaging from his
lines and marching the Army of the Potomac further south, forcing Lee into another race toward the North
AnnaRiver. The two armies had suffered a combined 50,000 casualtiesin about 15 days of fighting, but the
Overland Campaign was till only half finished.

The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House comprehensively covers the events
that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important
participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and
events. You will learn about the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House like you never have before, in no time at
all.
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From reader reviews:
Kenneth Clark:

This The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book isinformation
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of
information you will get. This particular The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court
House without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House can bring when
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House
having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Nicholas Buchanan:

The book The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House has alot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this book.

John Rivera;

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Greatest Civil
War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wantsto possibly be success person. So , for al you
who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Greatest Civil War Battles: The
Battle of Spotsylvania Court House become your own starter.

Sharon Wilson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people fedl that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of
Spotsylvania Court House or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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