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A certain sacred tree was forbidden to the touch, save only for runaway slaves: if the slave could break off a
branch — The Golden Bough — he could challenge the tree's attendant priest to mortal combat. If
victorious, the slave would replace the priest as King of the Woods — until his lethal defeat by another
bearer of The Golden Bough. Sir James George Frazer, an expert in myth and religion, was so intrigued by
this tale from classical mythology that he spent more than a quarter-century investigating its genesis. His
1890 study of the cults, rites, and myths of antiquity, The Golden Bough, offers a monumental exploration of
these customs and their parallels with early Christianity. A pioneer of social anthropology, Frazer's
definitions of such terms as "magic," "religion," and "science" proved highly useful to his successors in the
field, and his explications of the ancient legends profoundly influenced generations of prominent
psychologists, writers, and poets. This abridgment of his multivolume magnum opus omits footnotes and
occasionally condenses text; nevertheless, as the author himself observed, all of the ori
ginal work's main principles remain intact, along with ample illustrative examples.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and important the book The Golden Bough (Economy Editions). All type
of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Rosemary Taylor:

The reserve untitled The Golden Bough (Economy Editions) is the publication that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of The Golden Bough (Economy Editions) from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Joseph Mesta:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Golden Bough (Economy Editions) will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Shawn Mathison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Golden Bough (Economy
Editions).
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