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More than a decade after Jack Gilbert’s The Great Fires, this highly anticipated new collection shows the
continued development of a poet who has remained fierce in his avoidance of the beaten path. In Refusing
Heaven, Gilbert writes compellingly about the commingled passion, loneliness, and sometimes surprising
happiness of a life spent in luminous understanding of his own blessings and shortcomings: “The days and
nights wasted . . . Long hot afternoons / watching ants while the cicadas railed / in the Chinese elm about the
brevity of life.” Time slows down in these poems, as Gilbert creates an aura of curiosity and wonder at the
fact of existence itself. Despite powerful intermittent griefs–over the women he has parted from or the one
lost to cancer (an experience he captures with intimate precision)–Gilbert’s choice in this volume is to
“refuse heaven.” He prefers this life, with its struggle and alienation and delight, to any paradise. His work is
both a rebellious assertion of the call to clarity and a profound affirmation of the world in all its aspects. It
braces the reader in its humanity and heart.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Bynum:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Refusing Heaven book as starter and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Elaine Gold:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Refusing Heaven provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Cynthia Campbell:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Refusing Heaven. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.

Theresa Nash:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Refusing Heaven.
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