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When Harry Truman was rescued from political obscurity to become Franklin Roosevelt's running mate,
black Americans were deeply troubled. Many believed that Truman, born and raised in former slave-holding
Missouri, was a step back on civil rights from Henry Wallace, the liberal incumbent vice president. But by
the end of his own presidency, black newspaper publishers cited Truman for having "awakened the
conscience of America and given new strength to our democracy by his courageous efforts on behalf of
freedom and equality."

In this first full-scale account of Truman's evolving views on civil rights, Robert Shogan recounts how
Truman outgrew the bigotry of his Jackson County upbringing to become the first president since Lincoln to
attempt to redress the nation's long history of injustice toward its black citizens—and in the process
transformed the course of race relations in America. Shogan vividly demonstrates the full significance of the
33rd president's contributions to that transformation. He ordered the integration of the armed forces and
threw the weight of the Justice Department behind the long struggle against segregation in housing and
education. And he used the platform of his presidency to relentlessly trumpet the cause of equal rights for
those least favored Americans, even making an unprecedented address to the NAACP.

Going beyond other accounts of Truman, Shogan points out the political and personal factors that motivated
the president and weighs the potential political costs and benefits of his civil rights actions. Shogan also
explains Truman's shift away from his formative racial prejudices by shedding light on the forces that shaped
his character and leadership qualities. These included his political tutelage under "Boss Tom" Pendergast,
which taught him the value of black voters, and the influence of populism, which fostered his support for
underdogs such as black Americans.

Illuminating how Truman became the first president to make racial injustice a political priority-and the first
to denounce segregation as well as discrimination—Shogan's book opens a new and provocative window on
the struggle for civil rights in America.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roop:

This book untitled Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial Justice to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Erik Herrera:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial
Justice is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Perry:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Harry Truman and the Struggle for Racial Justice
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Harry Truman and the Struggle
for Racial Justice has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading this.

Veda Howard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Harry Truman and
the Struggle for Racial Justice.
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