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Why did the youthful optimism and openness of the sixties give way to Ronald Reagan and the spirit of
conservative reaction-a spirit that remains ascendant today? Drawing on a wide array of sources-including
tabloid journalism, popular fiction, movies, and television shows-Philip Jenkins argues that a remarkable
confluence of panics, scares, and a few genuine threats created a climate of fear that led to the conservative
reaction. He identifies 1975 to 1986 as the watershed years. During this time, he says, there was a sharp
increase in perceived threats to our security at home and abroad. At home, America seemed to be threatened
by monstrous criminals-serial killers, child abusers, Satanic cults, and predatory drug dealers, to name just a
few. On the international scene, we were confronted by the Soviet Union and its evil empire, by O.P.E.C.
with its stranglehold on global oil, by the Ayatollahs who made hostages of our diplomats in Iran.
Increasingly, these dangers began to be described in terms of moral evil. Rejecting the radicalism of the '60s,
which many saw as the source of the crisis, Americans adopted a more pessimistic interpretation of human
behavior, which harked back to much older themes in American culture. This simpler but darker vision
ultimately brought us Ronald Reagan and the ascendancy of the political Right, which more than two
decades later shows no sign of loosening its grip. Writing in his usual crisp and witty prose, Jenkins offers a
truly original and persuasive account of a period that continues to fascinate the American public. It is bound
to captivate anyone who lived through this period, as well as all those who want to understand the forces that
transformed-and continue to define-the American political landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties
America. Try to stumble through book Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of
Eighties America as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Nancy Baumgardner:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Decade of Nightmares: The
End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America had been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Decade of
Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America is not only giving you much more
new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Decade of Nightmares: The End of the
Sixties and the Making of Eighties America. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Michael Watkins:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the
Making of Eighties America why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Shane McKeel:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America can
be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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