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How have millions of American Christians come to measure spiritual progress in terms of their financial
status and physical well-being? How has the movement variously called Word of Faith, Health and Wealth,
Name It and Claim It, or simply prosperity gospel come to dominate much of our contemporary religious
landscape?

Kate Bowler's Blessed is the first book to fully explore the origins, unifying themes, and major figures of a
burgeoning movement that now claims millions of followers in America. Bowler traces the roots of the
prosperity gospel: from the touring mesmerists, metaphysical sages, pentecostal healers, business oracles,
and princely prophets of the early 20th century; through mid-century positive thinkers like Norman Vincent
Peale and revivalists like Oral Roberts and Kenneth Hagin; to today's hugely successful prosperity preachers.
Bowler focuses on such contemporary figures as Creflo Dollar, pastor of Atlanta's 30,000-member World
Changers Church International; Joel Osteen, known as "the smiling preacher," with a weekly audience of
seven million; T. D. Jakes, named by Time magazine one of America's most influential new religious
leaders; Joyce Meyer, evangelist and women's empowerment guru; and many others. At almost any moment,
day or night, the American public can tune in to these preachers-on TV, radio, podcasts, and in their
megachurches-to hear the message that God desires to bless them with wealth and health. Bowler offers an
interpretive framework for scholars and general readers alike to understand the diverse expressions of
Christian abundance as a cohesive movement bound by shared understandings and common goals.
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Blessed: A History of the American
Prosperity Gospel is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Maria Huffman:

This book untitled Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Sergio Espinoza:

This Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel is great e-book for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Jim Molnar:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top listing in your reading list will be Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity
Gospel. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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