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The songs of the U.S. Air Force flyers during the Vietnam War, written in the cryptic language of pilots and
navigators, aloft in their "beasts" a dozen "angels" up in the sky, uniquely reflect the stark emotions and
black humors of that ill-fated war.

Veteran navigator Joseph F. Tuso spent fifteen years collecting the lyrics for more than a hundred songs
written or sung by U.S. Air Force flyers from about 1966 through 1969. Many of the songs' authors are
unknown. But their lyrics, even such jarring lines as those of "Chocolate-covered Napalm," often are set to
popular melodies, such as "The Wabash Cannonball." Some songs have original tunes as well. Twenty-five
of the 148 songs whose lyrics are included here were written by Dick Jonas, the premier songwriter of the
Vietnam era Air Force. Many other songs appear in print for the first time.

Singing the Vietnam Blues begins with a personal overture that sets the stage for a play of war-evoked
emotions and lines that are less than sacred, more than profane, and sometimes poignant. Some songs, such
as the "Phu Cat Alert Pad," are based on historical events, while others have their origins in popular myths,
such as "Wolf Pack's Houseboy." Whatever the direct source of the songs, it is the daily combat, rescue, or
transport missions; the possibility of death; and the fear, bravado, and competition between pilots,
navigators, planes, and enemy flyers or "bandits" that generated the lyrics.

Most songs are preceded by Tuso's explanation of each song's origin, other versions, references to current
events or "inside jokes," and sometimes personal insights and memories. A glossary is also included.
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From reader reviews:

Jan Doyle:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in
Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). Try to the actual book
Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Samuel Lashley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Singing the
Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Mark Miller:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in
Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Cathie Moss:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but in addition novel and Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast
Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) or others sources were given expertise



for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in
Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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