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From Connie Briscoe, the New York Times bestselling author of Ssters & Loversand Big Girls Don't Cry,
comes alyrical and moving tour de force that is her most daringly ambitious novel to date--a
multigenerational story of davery freedom, and the indestructible bonds of love and family witnessed
through the lives of three unforgettable African-American women.

Shimmering with heartache and hope, A Long Way from Home recounts the joys, pain, and ultimate triumph
of three generations. Susie; her daughter, Clara; and her granddaughter, Susan. Born and reared as house
slaves on Montpelier, the Virginia plantation of President James Madison and his wife, Dolley Madison, they
are united by love, by afierce devotion to each other and their fellow slaves, and by agrowing desire for
freedom--a dream that will finally cometo fruition for Susan at the end of the Civil War.

This hauntingly beautiful novel opensin the peaceful Piedmont area of Virginia. Trained as a house slave
since childhood, Susie enjoys the privileges that her position as maid to Miss Dolley provides her and Clara.
For Susie life holds no mystery, no promise beyond the boundaries of the plantation itself--alesson she tries
to impart to the dreamy Clara, who longs to control her own destiny despite her mother's frightening
admonition: "Y ou don't know athing about freedom, 'cause | don't know anything about it. It takes money
and know-how to live free. You don't just up and do it."

Lifewill change for both mother and daughter, though, with the death of James Madison and the departure of
his wife for her town house, events that leave the estate in the hands of Dolley's profligate son, Todd. Asa
result of his neglectful stewardship, the plantation soon falls to a series of owners, each posing a new threat
to Susie and Clara, and the other longtime Madison slaves with whom the two women have shared their
entirelives.

Amidst these devastating changes, Clara grows into womanhood and becomes a mother herself, giving birth
to two light-skinned daughters, Ellen and Susan. Y et the threat of separation that has shaped her lifeis soon a
reality when her younger daughter, Susan, is sold to a wealthy businessman in Richmond. Susan must create
anew lifefor herself in this bustling city, alife that will be filled with both terror and hope . And it isin Civil
War-torn Richmond that she will find love and realize the long-held dream of her ancestors: freedom.

In A Long Way from Home, Connie Briscoe vividly recreates Southern life and the ambivalent, shifting
relationships on both sides of the color divide, from the cruelty and insidious benevolence of white ownersto
the deep yearnings and complex emotions of the slaves themselves. This poignant, powerful story pays
homage to the African-American experience and to the ancestors, both black and white, whose lives and
histories are indelibly entwined with our own.
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From reader reviews:
Rosemary Taylor:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several waysto share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A Long
Way From Home, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Y our
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading areserve.

Elton Williams:

Precisely why? Because this A Long Way From Home is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Matthew Gregg:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. Thisbook A Long Way From Home was filled in relation to science. Spend
your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get book that you simply wanted.

Margaret Thompson:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful picson there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this A Long Way From Home can make you sense more interested to read.
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