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Unlike many books on painting that usually talk about art or painters, James Elkins’ compelling and original
work focuses on alchemy, for like the alchemist, the painter seeks to transform and be transformed by the
medium.

In What Painting Is, James Elkins communicates the experience of painting beyond the traditional
vocabulary of art history. Alchemy provides a magical language to explore what it is a painter really does in
her or his studio - the smells, the mess, the struggle to control the uncontrollable, the special knowledge only
painters hold of how colours will mix, and how they will look.

Written from the perspective of a painter-turned-art historian, What Painting Is is like nothing you have ever
read about art.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This What Painting Is is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Andrew Garcia:

The book What Painting Is has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Kristopher Sutherland:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The What Painting Is provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Lorenzo Lowe:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to your account is What Painting Is this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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