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The destruction of the Armenians of the Ottoman Empirein 1915-16 was the greatest atrocity of World War
I. Around one million Armenians were killed, and the survivors were scattered across the world. Although it
isnow a century old, the issue of what most of the world calls the Armenian Genocide of 1915 is till alive
and divisive issue that mobilizes Armenians across the world, shapes the identity and politics of modern
Turkey, and has consumed the attention of U.S. politicians for years.

In Great Catastrophe, the eminent scholar and reporter Thomas de Waal 1ooks at the aftermath and politics
of the Armenian Genocide and tells the story of recent efforts by courageous Armenians, Kurds, and Turks to
come to terms with the disaster as Turkey enters a new post-Kemalist era. The story of what happened to the
Armeniansin 1915-16 is well-known. Here we are told the "history of the history" and the lesser-known
story of what happened to Armenians, Kurds, and Turksin the century that followed. De Waal relates how
different generations tackled the issue of the "Great Catastrophe” from the 1920s until the failure of the
Protocols signed by independent Armeniaand Turkey in 2010. Quarrels between diaspora Armenians
supporting and opposing the Soviet Union broke into violence and culminated with the murder of an
archbishop in 1933. The devising of the word "genocide,” the growth of modern identity politics, and the
B0th anniversary of the massacres re-energized a new generation of Armenians. In Turkey the issue was
initially forgotten, only to return to the political agendain the context of the Cold War and an outbreak of
Armenian terrorism. More recently, Turkey has started to confront its taboos. In an astonishing revival of
oral history, the descendants of tens of thousands of "lslamized Armenians,” who have been in the shadows
since 1915, have begun to reemerge and reclaim their identities.

Drawing on archival sources, reportage and moving personal stories, de Waal tellsthe full story of
Armenian-Turkish relations since the Genocide in all its extraordinary twists and turns. He looks behind the
propaganda to examine the realities of aterrible historical crime and the divisive "politics of genocide” it
produced. The book throws light not only on our understanding of Armenian-Turkish relations but also of
how mass atrocities and historical tragedies shape contemporary politics.
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From reader reviews:
LisaMaurer:

This Great Catastrophe: Armenians and Turks in the Shadow of Genocide book isjust not ordinary book,
you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read alot of information you will get. That Great Catastrophe: Armenians and Turks in the Shadow of
Genocide without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Great Catastrophe: Armenians and Turks in the Shadow of Genocide can
bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can haveit inside
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Great Catastrophe: Armenians and Turksin the Shadow of
Genocide having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Richard Riggins:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice
giveyou lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Great Catastrophe:
Armenians and Turksin the Shadow of Genocideiskind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Junior Price:

This Great Catastrophe: Armenians and Turks in the Shadow of Genocide is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Great Catastrophe: Armenians and Turks in the Shadow of
Genocide in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So, this
is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Steven Barraza:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. Thisreserve Great Catastrophe: Armenians and Turks in the Shadow of



Genocide wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of abook, you can really feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike today, many waysto get
book that you wanted.
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