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Based on previously classified documents and on interviews with former secret police officers and ordinary
citizens, The Firm is the first comprehensive history of East Germany's secret police, the Stasi, at the
grassroots level.

Focusing on Gransee and Perleberg, two East German districts located north of Berlin, Gary Bruce reveals
how the Stasi monitored small-town East Germany. He paints an eminently human portrait of those involved
with this repressive arm of the government, featuring interviews with former officers that uncover a wide
array of personalities, from devoted ideologues to reluctant opportunists, most of whom talked frankly about
East Germany's obsession with surveillance. Their paths after the collapse of Communism are gripping
stories of resurrection and despair, of renewal and demise, of remorse and continued adherence to the
movement. The book also sheds much light on the role of the informant, the Stasi's most important tool in
these out-of-the-way areas.

Providing on-the-ground empirical evidence of how the Stasi operated on a day-to-day basis with ordinary
people, this remarkable volume offers an unparalleled picture of life in a totalitarian state.
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From reader reviews:

David Marx:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral
History Series) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Suzanne Cicero:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral
History Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Joseph Vargas:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series) will give you new experience
in looking at a book.

Amy Zambrano:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Firm: The Inside Story of the
Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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