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This book offers a new theory of begging the question as an informal fallacy, within a pragmatic framework
of reasoned dialogue as a normative theory of critical argumentation. The fallacy of begging the question is
analyzed as a systematic tactic to evade fulfillment of a legitimate burden of proof by the proponent of an
argument. The technique uses a circular structure of argument to block the further progress of dialogue and,
in particular, the capability of the respondent to ask legitimate critical questions in reply to the argument.
Walton analyzes the concept of burden of proof in argument, and provides chapters on the use of argument
diagramming as a technique of argument reconstruction. This powerful method of argument analysis
developed therein is then applied to more than 100 case studies of circular argumentation where the charge
of begging the question is or has been thought to be an appropriate criticism.

Throughout this work, Walton throws light on the relationship between the problem of circular reasoning and
broader issues in the critical analysis of argumentation. Ground-breaking use is made of the pragmatic theory
of argument as interactive dialogue. Rules for several kinds of dialogue framework provide standards of
good reasoning to validate or to refute the criticism that a particular argument begs the question. This book is
directed to students and professionals in the fields of speech communication, philosophy, linguistics, logic,
dispute mediation, and education.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Vogler:

This Begging the Question: Circular Reasoning as a Tactic of Argumentation (Contributions in Philosophy)
are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Begging the
Question: Circular Reasoning as a Tactic of Argumentation (Contributions in Philosophy) can be one of the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Begging
the Question: Circular Reasoning as a Tactic of Argumentation (Contributions in Philosophy) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Modesto Delarosa:

Typically the book Begging the Question: Circular Reasoning as a Tactic of Argumentation (Contributions
in Philosophy) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Scott Fisher:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Begging the Question: Circular
Reasoning as a Tactic of Argumentation (Contributions in Philosophy) is simple to bring you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jose Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Begging the Question: Circular Reasoning as a Tactic of
Argumentation (Contributions in Philosophy) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Begging the Question: Circular Reasoning as a Tactic of Argumentation (Contributions in Philosophy).
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