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When William Henry Hunt married Ida Alexander Gibbs in the spring of 1904, their wedding was a dazzling
Washington social event that joined an Oberlin-educated diplomat's daughter and a Wall Street veteran who
could trace his lineage to Jamestown. Their union took place in a world of refinement and privilege, but both
William and Ida had mixed-race backgrounds, and their country therefore placed severe restrictions on their
lives because at that time, "one drop of colored blood" classified anyone as a Negro. This "stain" of melanin
pushed the couple's achievements to the margins of American society. Nonetheless, as William followed a
career in the foreign service, Ida (whose grandfather was probably Richard Malcolm Johnson, a vice
president of the United States) moved in intellectual and political circles that included the likes of Frederick
Douglass, J. Pierpont Morgan, Booker T. Washington, Paul Laurence Dunbar, and Mary Church Terrell.

Born into slavery, William had an adventurous youth, including a brief career as a jockey and an interlude at
Williams College; ultimately he succeeded Ida's father as consul. The diplomat's "expatriate" life provided
him with a distinguished career and a stage on which to showcase his talents throughout the world, as well as
an escape from racial stigmas back home. Free of the diplomatic hindrances her husband faced, Ida
advocated openly against race and gender inequities, and was a major participant in W. E. B. Du Bois's post-
World-War I Pan-African Congresses which took her to stimulating European capitals that were largely free
of racial oppression.

In this, William and Ida's unique dual biography, Adele Logan Alexander gracefully traces an extraordinary
partnership with a historian's skills and insights. She also presents a nuanced account of the complex impact
of race in the early twentieth-century world.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Typically the book Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of
Melanin will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Parallel
Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of Melanin is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Steven Tran:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of Melanin.

Rick Fairchild:

The guide with title Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of
Melanin includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Phillip Vargas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to your account is Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of
Melanin this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why
this book suitable all of you.
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