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"Way Out There in the Blue" is a major work of history by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of "Fire in the
Lake." Using the Star Wars missile defense program as a magnifying glass on his presidency, Frances
FitzGerald gives us a wholly original portrait of Ronald Reagan, the most puzzling president of the last half
of the twentieth century. Reagan's presidency and the man himself have always been difficult to fathom. His
influence was enormous, and the few powerful ideas he espoused remain with us still -- yet he seemed
nothing more than a charming, simple-minded, inattentive actor. FitzGerald shows us a Reagan far more
complex than the man we thought we knew. A master of the American language and of self-presentation, the
greatest storyteller ever to occupy the Oval Office, Reagan created a compelling public persona that bore
little relationship to himself. The real Ronald Reagan -- the Reagan who emerges from FitzGerald's book --
was a gifted politician with a deep understanding of the American national psyche and at the same time an
executive almost totally disengaged from the policies of his administration and from the people who
surrounded him. The idea that America should have an impregnable shield against nuclear weapons was
Reagan's invention. His famous Star Wars speech, in which he promised us such a shield and called upon
scientists to produce it, gave rise to the Strategic Defense Initiative. Reagan used his sure understanding of
American mythology, history and politics to persuade the country that a perfect defense against Soviet
nuclear weapons would be possible, even though the technology did not exist and was not remotely feasible.
His idea turned into amultibillion-dollar research program. SDI played a central role in U.S.-Soviet relations
at a crucial juncture in the Cold War, and in a different form it survives to this day. Drawing on prodigious
research, including interviews with the participants, FitzGerald offers new insights into American foreign
policy in the Reagan era. She gives us revealing portraits of major players in Reagan's administration,
including George Shultz, Caspar Weinberger, Donald Regan and Paul Nitze, and she provides a radically
new view of what happened at the Reagan-Gorbachev summits in Geneva, Reykjavik, Washington and
Moscow. FitzGerald describes the fierce battles among Reagan's advisers and the frightening increase of
Cold War tensions during Reagan's first term. She shows how the president who presided over the greatest
peacetime military buildup came to espouse the elimination of nuclear weapons, and how the man who
insisted that the Soviet Union was an "evil empire" came to embrace the Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev,
and to proclaim an end to the Cold War long before most in Washington understood that it had ended. "Way
Out There in the Blue" is a ground-breaking history of the American side of the end of the Cold War. Both
appalling and funny, it is a black comedy in which Reagan, playing the role he wrote for himself, is the hero.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Way Out There in the Blue: Reagan, Star
Wars and the End of the Cold War to read.

Stephanie Carlton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Way Out There
in the Blue: Reagan, Star Wars and the End of the Cold War is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Joey Mendoza:

The particular book Way Out There in the Blue: Reagan, Star Wars and the End of the Cold War has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Gene Green:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This publication Way Out There in the Blue: Reagan, Star Wars and the
End of the Cold War was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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