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"A witty, engaging narrative style....[Robb's] approach is particularly engrossing."—New York Times
Book Review, front-page review

A narrative of exploration—full of strange landscapes and even stranger inhabitants—that explains the
enduring fascination of France. While Gustave Eiffel was changing the skyline of Paris, large parts of France
were still terra incognita. Even in the age of railways and newspapers, France was a land of ancient tribal
divisions, prehistoric communication networks, and pre-Christian beliefs. French itself was a minority
language.Graham Robb describes that unknown world in arresting narrative detail. He recounts the epic
journeys of mapmakers, scientists, soldiers, administrators, and intrepid tourists, of itinerant workers,
pilgrims, and herdsmen with their millions of migratory domestic animals. We learn how France was
explored, charted, and colonized, and how the imperial influence of Paris was gradually extended throughout
a kingdom of isolated towns and villages.The Discovery of France explains how the modern nation came to
be and how poorly understood that nation still is today. Above all, it shows how much of France—past and
present—remains to be discovered. A New York Times Notable Book, Publishers Weekly Best Book, Slate
Best Book, and Booklist Editor's Choice. 16 pages of illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Discovery of France: A Historical
Geography is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

William Riser:

The feeling that you get from The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The Discovery of France: A Historical
Geography instantly.

Bernard Walker:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Discovery of
France: A Historical Geography suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The
actual book untitled The Discovery of France: A Historical Geographyis one of several books this everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Richard Jimenez:

This The Discovery of France: A Historical Geography is brand new way for you who has attention to look
for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Discovery of
France: A Historical Geography can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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