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In a 1907 lecture to Harvard undergraduates, Theodore Roosevelt warned against becoming "too fastidious,
too sensitive to take part in the rough hurly-burly of the actual work of the world." Roosevelt asserted that
colleges should never "turn out mollycoddles instead of vigorous men," and cautioned that "the weakling and
the coward are out of place in a strong and free community."

A paradigm of ineffectuality and weakness, the mollycoddle was "all inner life," whereas his opposite, the
"red blood," was a man of action. Kevin P. Murphy reveals how the popular ideals of American masculinity
coalesced around these two distinct categories. Because of its similarity to the emergent "homosexual" type,
the mollycoddle became a powerful rhetorical figure, often used to marginalize and stigmatize certain
political actors. Issues of masculinity not only penetrated the realm of the elite, however. Murphy's history
follows the redefinition of manhood across a variety of classes, especially in the work of late nineteenth-
century reformers, who trumpeted the virility of the laboring classes.

By highlighting this cross-class appropriation, Murphy challenges the oppositional model commonly used to
characterize the relationship between political "machines" and social and municipal reformers at the turn of
the twentieth century. He also revolutionizes our understanding of the gendered and sexual meanings
attached to political and ideological positions of the Progressive Era.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era
Reform as the daily resource information.

Timothy Larios:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Political
Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Political Manhood: Red
Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reformis one of several books this everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Camille Wolfe:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of
Progressive Era Reform it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Jackie Frost:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the
Politics of Progressive Era Reform why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the



content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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