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Based on the conviction that only translators who write poetry themselves can properly re-create the
celebrated and timeless tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the Greek Tragedy in New
Translations series offers new translations that go beyond the literal meaning of the Greek in order to evoke
the poetry of the originals. Under the general editorship of Peter Burian and Alan Shapiro, each volume
includes a critical introduction, commentary on the text, full stage directions, and a glossary of the mythical
and geographical references in the play.
En route to fight the Trojan War, the Greek army has abandoned Philoctetes, after the smell of his festering
wound, mysteriously received from a snakebite at a shrine on a small island off Lemnos, makes it unbearable
to keep him on ship. Ten years later, an oracle makes it clear that the war cannot be won without the
assistance of Philoctetes and his famous bow, inherited from Hercules himself. Philoctetes focuses on the
attempt of Neoptolemus and the hero Odysseus to persuade the bowman to sail with them to Troy. First,
though, they must assuage his bitterness over having been abandoned, and then win his trust. But how should
they do this--through trickery, or with the truth? To what extent do the ends justify the means? To what
degree should personal integrity be compromised for the sake of public duty? These are among the questions
that Sophocles puts forward in this, one of his most morally complex and penetrating plays.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the
Philoctetes (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Lily Pawlak:

This Philoctetes (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Philoctetes (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) can be one of several
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual
with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Philoctetes
(Greek Tragedy in New Translations) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

James Lindberg:

This book untitled Philoctetes (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Joan Beverly:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Philoctetes (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it.
Beside that the reserve Philoctetes (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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