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A new and innovative series offering in-depth cultural, historical and literary guides to the great cities of the
world. More than ordinary guidebooks, they introduce the visitor or armchair traveller to each city's unique
present-day identity and its links with the past. From its humble birth as afew thatched huts along the
shoreline, Havana has emerged from five hundred years of turbulent history as the most fascinating city in
the Caribbean. Spain's "Pearl of the Antilles' wasin turn plundered by pirates, invaded by foreign fleets and
then turned into a Mafia-run playground under U.S. tutelage. Since 1959 the seat of Fidel Castro's
revolutionary regime, Havanais now shaking off forty years of blockade to face the new challenges of mass
tourism. A city whose fabric has always been threatened by hurricanes and political upheaval, Havana has
developed awild edge, an energy and an alluring exaticism that have intrigued and enchanted visitors as
diverse as Alexander yon Humboldt, Anais Nin, Lorca, and Sartre. Claudia Lightfoot explores Havana's
history and its paradoxes: a city where architectural treasures survive among crumbling tenements; where a
vibrant street life takes place amid shortages; where revolutionary politics, machismo, and a thriving black
market co-exist against a background of salsa, griteria, and baseball. -- The city of architecture: fortresses,
mansions, and Art Deco exuberance; baroque facades and bal conies; an eclectic cityscape. -- The city of
politics and exile: the colonial and neo-colonial years; wars, dictators, and revolution; Jose Marti and Che
Guevara; the diaspora and the dream of Miami. -- The city of literature, art, and music:Carpentier, Lezama
Lima, and Cabrera Infante; passion and irony; Graham Greene and Hemingway; Wilfredo Lam and Nelson
Dominguez; Afro-Cuban roots; salsa, rumba, son, and rap.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Callaway:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Havana: A
Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of Imagination) suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Havana: A Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of
Imagination)is a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number
of peoplein the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Richard Delarosa;

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Havana:
A Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of Imagination) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The Havana: A Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of Imagination)
giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Elvia Ecklund:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Havana: A Cultural and Literary Companion
(Cities of Imagination) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Havana: A Cultura
and Literary Companion (Cities of Imagination) as good book not just by the cover but also through the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Margar et Holt:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Havana: A Cultural and Literary Companion
(Cities of Imagination) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the



truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher aswell as
students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Havana: A Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of
Imagination) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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